VIII THE  BAVUMA
(Inhabiting the large island of Buvuma, off the north coast of the Victoria Nyanza, the Bavuma are allied to the Basoga)
A   WOMAN may do anything she likes m Buvuma except sit on a chair    Even when no men were present and she was alone in the house, it would be a most audacious thing to do, and she would never think of committing such an  enormity     She must sit on the ground
In all other matters women are treated with exceptional leniency and respect in Buvuma The unmarried woman is a very independent being, and submits to no control, especially in her love affairs This is the only people I have met where the father has nothing whatever to do with arranging a marriage for his daughter She it is who is asked directly by her lover whether she will marry him, and, if she consents, such consent constitutes the whole of the marriage ceremony, and she proceeds straightway to her new home with her husband If the consent is given whilst she is even temporarily away from home, she does not take the trouble of informing her parents that she has accepted a husband Within a short time, however, the news reaches her home, and the father or brothers make a call on the young couple and receive a present of two cows and five goats The father keeps the two cows, and one of the goats , the other four goats are distributed as follows one to the mother, one to the grandfather, and one each to the paternal and maternal